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India’s emergence as major global

power is good for US and the world:

Barack Obama
US President Barack Obama arrived in New Delhi to a

warm welcome on the second leg of his tour to India . In a

rare and special gesture, Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh

received President Obama and the first Lady Michelle Obama

at the Air Force Station, Palam where a red carpet was rolled

out. After alighting from the Air Force One plane, the US

President Obama warmly shook hands with Dr Manmohan

Singh and embraced him, reflecting the close rapport the two

leaders share . He also had a brief interaction with Dr

Manomhan and his wife Mrs Gursharan Kaur before driving

away to World Hertage site Humayum Tomb.

President Obama has a jam packed official programme tomorrow. After his ceremonial

reception at the forecourts of Rastrapathi Bhavan and paying tributes at Raj Ghat, the samadhi

of Father of Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, the US President will head for talks with Dr Manmohan

Singh at Hyderabad House. The two leaders will also address a joint press conference after

the meeting.

Vice President Hamid Ansari, the leader of the Opposition in Lok Sabha Mrs Sushma

Swaraj, and the Chairperson of UPA Mrs Sonia Gandhi, will call on the US President tomor-

row afternoon.

Later in the evening, Obama will address a Joint sitting of the Members of Parliament in

the historic Central Hall. This is the second time, that a US President will be addressing a

Joint sitting of Parliament, after Bill Clinton in 2000.

The President Mrs Pratiba Devi Singh Patil will host a banquet in honour of visiting

President . Obama will leave for Indonesia on Tuesday morning, on the second leg of his Asian tour.

Us president says India has already risen on the global stage and Washington sees New

Delhi’s emergence good for India the US .Obama said that India has already a rightful place

in Asia and at the global stage. In his remarks while talking to students of St Xavier’s college

this morning, President Obama asserted that Indo-US relations will be indispensable in shap-

ing the 21st century and the Partnership has a limitless potential. Referring to his proposed

talks with the Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, he said, he shall be discussing how the

two countries can advance the cooperation in 21st century not only for India and the US but

for the world. He added that he will make specific announcements on issues like counter-

terrorism, regional security and clean energy after the talks. Obama while paying tributes to

Father of the Nation Mahatama Gandhi said that America draws strength from India’s free-

dom struggle. The President added that dealing the threat of terrorism is a great challenge

and reiterated that that his decision to stay at Hotel Taj in Mumbai was to pay tributes to

martyrs and the resilience of the people.

Partnership between India and US has limitless po-

tential: Obama

President Barack Obama says the partnership between the United States and India has

"limitless potential" to improve the lives of both Americans and Indians. Addressing St Xaviers

college students in Mumbai on Sunday, the second-day of his visit to India, Obama said the

United States and India - the world's two largest democracies - share common values and

interests.

Obama also says the relationship also has the potential to be an anchor of security, pros-

perity and progress for Asia and the rest of the world.
India as a rising power

India is not just a rising power, India has already risen, we see Inida's emergence as good

for the US and the world says Obama.

There is bipartisan belief in the US that India is going to be a critical partner. It has been

true always whether it is George W Bush presidency or Bill Clinton's, Democrats or Repub-

licans. I don't think that fundamental belief is not going to be altered anyway.

"India is not just a rising power, it has already risen. Its economy has risen at a breathtak-

ing rate... we look forward to a greater role for India at the world stage," he said, recalling the

joint efforts between the two countries at a grouping of the world's 20 top economies (G20).

Obama said ever since he could remember he had seen the US as a dominant economic

power that could deal with the rest of the world on its terms.

"Now because of the rise of India, China and Brazil and some other nations, there is a

real competition out there and potentially healthy. This is keeping the US on its toes, because

I feel we still can compete," Obama said.
On trade

He said without reciprocity, Americans would end up feeling it's a bad relationship. On

the issue of trade, part of the reason why he was travelling to Asia, Obama said: "I believe

that the US will grow and prosper if we are trading with Asia, the fastest growing region of

the world. We want access to your market.

Stressing on a greater role for India on the global stage, he said: "Most of the work I did

with Prime Minister Singh in the first two years in the G20, we were focussed in making sure

that world financial system did not collapse and stabilise the economy."

India and China received

long-sought recognition on

Friday as global economic

heavyweights as the Interna-

tional Monetary Fund gave

them and other emerging

powers a significantly larger

role in stabilising the world

economy. IMF chief Domin-

ique Strauss-Kahn an-

nounced planned reforms to

the fund’s voting power after

a meeting of the

organization’s board, declar-

ing that no longer would

emerging economies feel

that they are “invited to the

table, but minor

players.”Brazil, China, India

and Russia are now “major

players,” Strauss-Kahn

affirmed at a news confer-

ence. He called on these

nations to assume greater

responsibility in guiding the

global economy.The board’s

decision elevates China to

No. 3 in voting power above

traditional IMF powers such

as Germany, Britain and

France. A number of smaller

European nations and oil-

producing countries such as

Saudi Arabia lost votes so

that “new changes in the

global economy will now be

reflected in changes in the

fund,” according to Strauss-

Kahn.Developing countries

have long criticised the

voting system of the IMF,

which was established after

World War II to stave off a

reprise of the Great

Depression.The United

States and Japan maintain

the two largest voting

shares, but two European

seats on the 24-member

executive board will now be

reserved for emerging

India, China, Brazil become

‘major players’ at IMF
economies. The overhaul

was called for when world

powers met last year in

Pittsburgh in an effort to

revive global growth after

the collapse of financial

markets.The so-called Group

of 20 nations will meet again

next week in Seoul, South

Korea.Strauss-Kahn called

the changes the “most

fundamental governance

overhaul in the fund’s 65-

year history, and the biggest

ever shift of influence in

favour of emerging markets

and developing countries to

recognise their growing role

in the global economy.”The

reform also encompasses

the governing board’s

membership, expanding its

top tier from five to 10.Cur-

rently, there are five coun-

tries that essentially make up

this group in the IMF’s 24-

member executive board as

they are always repre-

sented— the U.S., Japan,

Britain, France and

Germany.The group will be

expanded to 10 with the

addition of China, India,

Brazil, Italy and Russia.The

IMF’s full membership of

187 countries must also

agree on the changes. Some

countries may need legisla-

tive approval.Poorer nations

have attacked the IMF’s

voting arrangement for

giving too much weight to

the United States and its

allies in Europe, noting the

traditional power-sharing

arrangement that put a

European at the head of the

IMF and an American atop

the World Bank, its sister

institution.China and others

have long sought to chal-

lenge the U.S.-European

understanding. Strauss-

Kahn’s term runs until 2012,

the same year presidential

elections are scheduled in his

native France.A Socialist

candidate defeated in the

primaries in 2007, he is

widely tipped to run

again.IMF officials say the

reform essentially resolves

any problems it has with a

“democratic

deficit.”Emerging countries

were recognised for the size

of their economies and for

their impressive growth

figures. Their economies are

expanding sometimes two to

three times faster than the

U.S., Japan and Europe.

Their debt ratios are falling

much quicker as well.The

reforms represent a shift of

about 6 percent of the IMF’s

share assessments from the

traditional Western powers

to developing nations. Still,

there have been critics of

the proposed changes. Aid

agency Oxfam has called

the voting power shift

insufficient and notes that

the Philippines has less

weight than Luxembourg

despite having 200 times

more people.Others have

criticised the effort as an

attempt to paste over the

harsh consequences of IMF

austerity policies in nations

such as Ethiopia and

Latvia.Considering the

impressive growth of

emerging nations, Strauss—

Kahn said he expected their

power to increase again in

2014 when the IMF is

scheduled to reassess voting

rights.

Asian Games torch concludes nationwide

tour, arrives in host city of Guangzhou

The Asian Games torch has arrived in the host city Guangzhou after a nationwide tour,

one week before the start of the world’s second-largest sporting event after the Olympics.

The relay began in Beijing on October 12, when Chinese President Hu Jintao handed the

Games flame to the first of 2,010 torch bearers at an elaborate and colourful ceremony

outside the Temple of Heaven in the capital.

From today, Torch bearers will carry the flame through the booming southern metropolis

in the Pearl River Delta — a journey that will end when the Asiad cauldron is ignited at the

opening ceremony on November 12.

Nearly 12,000 athletes from 45 countries and regions will compete at the Asian Games,

which runs through November 27.

The Asiad torch relay has been staged solely in China. The 2008 Beijing Olympic Games

torch relay was riddled with controversy after anti-China protests erupted in Europe and the

United States during the international legs of the event.
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17th ASEAN Summit

ends in success
The 17th ASEAN Summit and related meetings

successfully closed in Hanoi on October 30 after three

intensive and effective working days, showing a close-

knit relationship of member countries in the region.

With a political determination and a vision in the fu-

ture, the summit adopted important decisions and

practical measures to speed up the process of formu-

lating an ASEAN community and enhance ASEAN’s

central role in a shaping regional structure in order to

bring relations between ASEAN and its partners to a

higher level and make the best of tools and mecha-

nisms for dealing with challenges in the region.

In his closing speech, Prime Minister Nguyen Tan

Dung emphasised that building the ASEAN Commu-

nity is the central and overarching task of the associa-

tion.

He said that the 17th ASEAN Summit made real

progress in turning the organisation’s vision into con-

crete and practical actions.

The association is determined to make greater ef-

forts to effectively implement agreements, especially

by strengthening the monitoring and outcome assess-

ment mechanisms as well as resources mobilization in

the implementation of the Charter, the Roadmap for

the ASEAN Community and other important plans

and programs, including the Master Plan on ASEAN

Connectivity.

The association encourages member countries to

incorporate regional agreements into their respective

national development plans and programs to create a

harmony in the implementation of national and re-

gional goals.

The summit also made tremendous efforts to en-

hance, expand and deepen the external relations of

the Association while promoting ASEAN’s centrality

in the region. The association has forged a common

voice in many important and complicated issues, and

proved itself to be the primary driving force in pro-

moting dialogue and cooperation for peace, security

and development in the region. It has also managed

to link and harmonize the intertwined interests of its

partners. Reality shows that ASEAN continues to

maintain its centrality and its role as the leading fac-

tor in the promotion of a dynamic regional architec-

ture. It is highly appreciated that partners continue to

attach importance to relations with ASEAN, enhance

even further the comprehensive cooperation with the

association, support ASEAN in the building of the Com-

munity and maintaining its central role in the region.

Sharing determination, ASEAN and its partners

have agreed to upgrade the partnerships under the

ASEAN+1 framework and make cooperation more

substantive and effective, especially in the priority ar-

eas. They agreed to work together to improve the effi-

ciency of ASEAN-led regional forums and to enhance

dialogue and cooperation for the common interests of

peace, stability and development in the region.

ASEAN has increasingly proved itself as a respon-
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Diamond,

Mortensen,

Pissarides Share

2010 Nobel Eco-

nomic Prize

Peter Diamond, Dale

Mortensen and Christopher

Pissarides shared the 2010

Nobel Prize in Economic

Sciences for their work on

the efficiency of recruitment

and wage formation as well

as labor-market regulation.

The laureates “have

formulated a theoretical

framework for search

markets,” the Royal Swedish

Academy of Sciences said in

a statement today. “Peter

Diamond has analyzed the

foundations of search

markets. Dale Mortensen

and Christopher Pissarides

have expanded the theory

and have applied it to the

labor market. The laureates’

models help us understand

the ways in which

unemployment, job

vacancies, and wages are

affected by regulation and

economic policy.”

Annual prizes for

achievements in physics,

chemistry, medicine, peace

and literature were

established in the will of

Alfred Nobel, the Swedish

inventor of dynamite who

died in 1896, and the first

prizes were handed out in

1901. The prize in

economics was set up by

Sweden’s central bank in

1968. Past winners since

1969 include Milton

Friedman, Amartya Sen,

James Tobin, Paul Krugman,

Robert Solow and Gunnar

Myrdal.

Pissarides, 62 — an

economics professor at the

London School of

Economics — made his

reputation through his work

on job flows and

unemployment. He related

job creation to the number of

unemployed, the number of

vacancies and the intensity

with which workers look for

jobs and companies recruit

applicants. The more eagerly

job seekers look for work,

the more jobs companies are

likely to offer because it will

be easier to fill them,

according to Pissarides.

Job Search

Mortensen, 71 — a

professor at Northwestern

University — pioneered the

study of how workers

search for jobs. He found

that labor-market rigidities

can cause unemployment as

job- seekers look for the best

work at the highest pay. The

intensity of that job search

determines how long

workers stay unemployed

and in turn can be affected

by changes in the level and

duration of jobless benefits.

Diamond, 70 — an

economics professor at the

Massachusetts Institute</a>

of Technology — has

researched a wide range of

subjects. His earliest work,

published in the 1960s,

focused on the long-term

impact of the growing

national debt on the

economy.

In a paper written in

2005 with Peter Orszag,

who stepped down as

President Barack Obama’s

budget director in July,

Diamond argued that Social

Security’s long-term

financial health could be

restored through modest cuts

in benefits and tax increases.

Everest climb-

ers can now surf

internet through

3G network

epalese telecoms firm

Ncell says Mount Everest

climbers can now surf the

internet and make video calls

through a 3G network. The

firm owned by the Swedish

company TeliaSonera has

installed eight 3G base

stations along the route to

Everest base camp.

Climbers and trekkers in the

sible member of the international community by join-

ing efforts to address regional and global issues.

The association has also demonstrated its flexibil-

ity and quick response by its prompt actions to pro-

mote broad cooperation in responding to emerging

challenges, particularly in economic recovery and sus-

tainable development and in addressing global chal-

lenges like climate change, diseases and disasters.

ASEAN has also made important contributions to the

relevant activities of the UN, APEC, ASEM and G20.

PM Dung said the journey ahead of ASEAN is

challenging, but with what the association had

achieved, with the strong political will of all member

countries and the support of their peoples as well as

the support and assistance of its partners, ASEAN can

be confident in a bright future of a resilient, developed

and prosperous ASEAN Community.

He stated that in a year of ASEAN Chairman-

ship, Vietnam has done its utmost in collaboration with

other ASEAN members to attain important results in

building the ASEAN Community and contribute to

peace, security and development in the region.

He reaffirmed the consistent policy of Vietnam to

continue its participation in ASEAN cooperation with

the guiding principle of proactiveness and responsi-

bility so as to make contributions to an even stronger

and deeper integrated ASEAN.

On behalf of the Vietnamese Government and

people, PM Dung expressed thanks to leaders and of-

ficials of ASEAN and the partner countries, the Secre-

tary General of ASEAN and the ASEAN Secretariat,

and all friends in the region and worldwide for sup-

porting, sharing and joining hands with Vietnam so

that it can successfully accomplish the ASEAN Chair-

manship of 2010.

In conclusion, PM Dung expressed his wish that

Indonesia would successfully assume the ASEAN

Chairmanship of 2011.

After receiving the ASEAN Chairmanship of

2011, Indonesian President Susilo Bambang

Yudhoyono gave a speech, extending his thanks and

congratulating Vietnam for having successfully ful-

filled the ASEAN Chairmanship of 2010 and bringing

member countries closer towards an ASEAN Commu-

nity by 2015.

Civil Liability for
Nuclear Damage Bill

Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Bill has started

a debate in India even before it is introduced in the

Indian Parliament. An article giving overview of the

bill. The Indo-U.S. Civilian Nuclear Agreement was

enacted successfully in October, 2008. The agreement

was to facilitate civilian nuclear partnership between

United States and India along with many other mu-

tual benefits on the term that India will separate its

civilian and military nuclear facilities and put civilian

facilities under the International Atomic Energy

Agency (IAEA) inspection.

To facilitate nuclear commerce and attract U.S.

private companies involved in nuclear commerce, it is

necessary to pass the Civil Liability for Nuclear Dam-

age Bill also known as Nuclear Liability Bill. Nuclear

Liability Bill will thus define the financial and legal

liabilities upon the involved groups, manufacturers,

operators and government in case a nuclear accident

occurs. In this case the suppliers and builders will be

the U.S. private companies and the operator will be

the Indian government controlled Nuclear Power Cor-

poration of India Limited (NPCIL).

The United Progressive Alliance (UPA) govern-

ment has prepared the bill which has been approved

Peter Diamond

Christopher Pissarides
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by the ministerial cabinet on November 19, 2009. The

bill will be introduced in the Indian Parliament on

Monday, March 15, 2010 by the government.

Former Argentine

President Nestor

Kirchner dies
Argentina's former President, Nestor Kirchner,

has died at the age of 60 after suffering a heart attack.

Mr Kirchner served as president from 2003 to 2007,

and was being tipped to stand for election again in

2011. His wife, Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner, suc-

ceeded him as president in 2007, after he had over-

seen Argentina's recovery from a severe economic cri-

sis. Mr Kirchner, who had a heart operation in Sep-

tember, died in El Calafate in southern Argentina.

The couple had faced some criticism within Ar-

gentina for appearing to get around presidential term

limits by stepping aside for each other, and suffered a

setback last year when their Peronist party lost its ab-

solute majority in both houses of Argentina's Congress.

India, Malaysia to step

up military ties
India and Malaysia Wednesday agreed to step

up military exchanges and also cooperate in counter-

terrorism measures. A joint statement on India-Ma-

laysia Strategic Partnership released during Prime

Minister Manmohan Singh's visit that began here Tues-

day also underlined the need to expand and deepen

relations with a bilateral strategic partnership.

'Both sides agreed to enhance defence exchanges

and cooperation through regular exchanges between

the defence ministers, senior defence officials, chiefs

of the armed services and regular service-to-service

staff talks and regular ships visits,' the statement said.

They 'agreed to explore the possibilities of joint

collaboration on projects of mutual interest in the de-

fence sector on the basis of experience gained by both

sides during the successful completion of the SU 30

MKM training programme, including in the areas of

industry collaboration and partnership'.

Malaysia said it 'looks forward to participation

from the Indian defence industry at the soon to be es-

tablished Malaysian Defence and Security Park. Both

sides also agreed to support each other's defence exhi-

bitions'.

Manmohan Singh and his Malaysian counterpart

Najib Tun Razak condemned terrorism in all its forms

and manifestations, and agreed to enhance coopera-

tion in counter-terrorism, including through informa-

tion sharing and with a bilateral Joint Working Group

to be set up at an early date.

The statement came on the penultimate day of

Manmohan Singh's visit to Malaysia that began Tues-

day. The Indian leader flew into Kuala Lumpur from

Tokyo and will fly next to Vietnam to take part in the

India-ASEAN and East Asia summits.

Malaysia, India free trade in 2011

Malaysia and India announced on Wednesday

that a long delayed trade accord between the two

countries would take effect by July 2011, doubling two-

way trade to 15 billion US dollars (S$19.6 billion) by

2015. 'I'm glad to officially announce that the agree-

ment will come into effect in 2011. That will signify a

huge strategic move... and establish a strategic and

stronger bilateral relationship,' Prime Minister Najib

Razak told a joint news conference after a meeting

Indian counterpart Manmohan Singh.

'I'm very confident when this agreement comes

into force, the trade targets that we have set, which is

basically 15 billion dollars by 2015, will be attained if

not earlier,' Mr Najib said.

The Comprehensive Economic Cooperation

Agreement (CECA) will cover trade in goods and ser-

vices, investment and economic cooperation and will

be signed by the two sides by January, according to a

joint-statement.

Mr Singh arrived in Malaysia on Tuesday for a

three-day visit in a bid to bolster ties with Southeast

Asia's third largest economy.

India was Malaysia's 12th largest trading part-

ner in 2009. Two-way trade peaked in 2008 at 10.52

billion US dollars but fell to 7.06 billion US dollars in

2009 due to the global economic downturn

India, Japan sign MoU to simplify visa procedures

for citizens

India and Japan on Monday agreed to simplify

visa procedures for each other's businessmen, work-

ers and students to facilitate more contacts between

their citizens and give a boost to business exchanges.

The two sides signed a Memorandum on Simpli-

fying Visa Procedures to facilitate increased presence

of business persons from the two countries in the other

country, besides making it more convenient for stu-

dents, tourists and workers to obtain visas.

Under the Memorandum, any Japanese coming

to India for business or work will be straightway

granted three-year visa and similar procedures will be

followed by Japan.

Each side may issue multiple entry visas valid for

up to 5 years to each other's businessmen who travel

to the other country on a temporary visit for business

purposes, with a limit on the number of days of stay.

The memorandum would also pave way for more

exchanges in the education community with the visas

procedures being simplified for students seeking to

pursue courses in the other country.

The MoU was signed after Prime Minister

Manmohan Singh and his Japanese counterpart Naoto

Kan held bilateral talks and agreed on the importance

of increasing people to people exchanges. The agree-

ment also relaxes entry procedures for tourists.

India has also relaxed for tourists from Japan its

tough entry norm that requires a two-month interval

between two visits to ensure that genuine tourists are

not adversely affected.

"Nationals of Japan with tourist visas, after ini-

tial entry into India, may visit another country largely

on account of neighbourhood tourism and need to re-

enter India within 60 days, before finally exiting," the

MoU says.

PM, Kan exchange
notes on China

With both India and Japan having territorial dis-

putes with China, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh

and his Japanese counterpart Naoto Kan also ex-

changed notes on dealing with the big neighbour and

agreed to engage with it closely and productively to

resolve their issues.

During the course of their discussions, Kan and

Singh discussed what kind of relations their countries

had with China, Foreign Secretary Nirupama Rao told

reporters while briefing on the talks between the two

leaders.

Japan has maritime dispute with China while

India has land boundary issue to resolve with that

country.

Rao said the two leaders discussed how impor-

tant their relations were with China from the strate-

gic, security and economic point of view and how both

Everest region have so far

relied on satellite phones and

a voice-only mobile network.

India, S Korea

conclude civil

nuclear coop-

eration agree-

ment

India and South Korea

have finalised a civil nuclear

cooperation agreement. The

matter came during the talks

between Prime Minister Dr

Manmohan Singh and the

South Korean President Lee

Myung -Bak in Hanoi. South

Korea is the ninth country

with which India has

finalised the pact.

Disclosing this National

Security Advisor Shiv

Shankar Menon said that the

two Prime Minister

reviewed their bilateral ties

and noted that considerable

progress has been made in

the relationship since

President Lee visited India

as the Chief Guest on

Republic Day.

The two sides have

already agreed on the

Comprehensive Economic

Agreement. He said that

considerable progress has

also been made in

cooperation in civil aviation

and space, and several

areas. He said that the

economic ties are are also

moving forward steadily.

Menon said that the two

leaders discussed G20

issues.

Adarsh Housing

controversy

The Maharashtra Chief

Minister Ashok Chavan has

offered to resign in

connection with Adarsh

Housing Colony Controversy

in Mumbai. Talking to

reporters in New Delhi, after

his hour long meeting with

the Congress President

Sonia Gandhi, he said that he

has left to the party chief to

decide on his successor.

Chavan said he has

placed before Sonia Gandhi

all the facts relating to the

housing society and

welcomed the CBI inquiry

into it. He maintained that

the land on which the

housing society had come up

belonged to the state

government and suggested

that there were other chief

ministers who were involved

in decisions taken on the

project.

Russian presi-

dent visits is-

lands over Japa-

nese objections

Russia's president visited

the disputed Kuril Islands,

over Japanese protest,

Russian state media said.

The Japanese

government, which had

urged against the visit,

quickly responded after the

trip. Prime Minister Naoto

Kan told reporters President

Dmitry Medvedev's visit

was ''extremely regrettable.''

Medvedev visited the

island of Kunashiri, the first

time a sitting Russian

president has set foot on any

of the chain of more than 50

islands in the northwest

Pacific.

He made the stop during

an Asian tour that included a

meeting of the Association

of Southeast Asian Nations

over the weekend in

Vietnam.

"To bring the people's

living standards on the

islands up to the level of

Russia proper, it is necessary

to make sure that the

services that the citizens

receive in this remote region

are comparable to those in

... the rest of the country,"

Medvedev said on state

television. "It is necessary to

ensure that doctors and

other specialists go there."

Medvedev said on state

television that after speaking

with residents, he believes

the islands do not have

enough medical specialists,

and called for a plan that

would include a housing

construction program to

provide housing to those who

choose to move there as an

incentive.

The Kurils stretch

between Russia in the north

and Japan in the south.

Following Japan's defeat in

World War II, the Soviet

Union in 1945 annexed the

four southernmost islands,

which previously belonged to

Japan.

Ever since, the islands --

called the South Kurils by

Russia and the Northern

Territories by Japan -- have

been the subject of dispute.

That dispute has prevented

the two countries from

signing a formal peace treaty

following World War II.

In a speech on Russian
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Irom Sharmila Chanu, her fast & AFSPA
Why Irom Sharmila Chanu

in the news in this time? Because

Civil rights activist she is com-

pleting ten years of her fast-unto-

death on November 2, 2010 for

demanding withdrawal of the

controversial Armed Forces Spe-

cial Powers Act (AFSPA), 1958,

from Manipur.

Irom Sharmila Chanu also

known as the Iron Lady of

Manipur, is a civil rights activist,

political activist, journalist and

poet from the Indian state of

Manipur. Since November 4,

2000, she’s been on a political

fast demanding the Government

of India to withdraw the Armed

Forces (Special Powers) Act,

1958, also otherwise known as

AFSPA, from Manipur and other

areas of India’s north east.

What was Incident O n

November 1, 2000, in Malom, a

town in the Imphal Valley of

Manipur, ten innocent people

who were waiting for their buses

at a bus station were gunned

down by the Assam Rifles, one

of the Indian Paramilitary forces

operating in the state. The inci-

dent, which later came to be

known as the Malom Massacre,

affirmed the continuation of the

endless killings by the Indian

armed forces in Manipur. The next

day’s local newspapers pub-

lished brutal pictures of the dead

bodies, including one of a 62-year

old woman, Leisangbam Ibetomi,

and 18-year old Sinam

Chandramani, a 1988 National

Child Bravery Award winner.

Soon afterwards, that very day,

the people of Manipur, including

major civil society organisations

and other state institutions, agi-

tated and demanded a magiste-

rial inquiry into the incident. The

army, using the unperturbed au-

thority given to them by AFSPA,

however, disallowed any such

inquiry, leaving the people of

Manipur frustrated and helpless

yet again. This convinced

Sharmila, then only 28, that she

must take a decision and act. On

the evening of November 4, after

taking blessings from her mother,

she launched her hunger strike

against the widespread repres-

sion unleashed against the

people of Manipur by the Indian

state.

The single most determined

objective of her protest then was

the repeal of the Armed Forces

(Special Powers) Act, 1958 from

the state of Manipur. However,

in due course over the last nine

years, she has extended the

scope of her demand to all re-

gions of India’s north east where

AFSPA has been imposed.

When she began her fast on

the 4th of November, 2000, most

people had little inkling of her re-

solve. Some of them shrugged it

off, others did not take it seriously

and a handful ridiculed the deci-

sion. But for Sharmila, life had

taken a different turn, a tough

long-distance journey with a

clear destination, a U-turn with

no return ticket.

On 6 November 2000, three

days after she launched the

strike, she was arrested by the

police and charged with “attempt

to commit suicide”, which is un-

lawful under section 309 of the

Indian Penal Code, and was later

transferred to judicial custody.

With her determination not to

take food nor water, her health

deteriorated tremendously and

the police then forcibly had to

use nasogastric intubation in or-

der to keep her alive while under

arrest. Since then Irom Sharmila

has been under a ritual of release

and arrest every year because

under IPC section 309, a person

who “attempt to commit suicide”

is punishable “with simple impris-

onment for a term which may ex-

tend to one year [or with fine, or

with both]”.

She has been kept alive on

the constant painful nasogastric

intubation (filled with vitamins,

minerals, laxatives, protein

supplements and lentil soup) and

in solitary confinement as a high

security prisoner for almost ten

years. The ritual of release and

rearrest is still continuing.

Armed Forces (Special Pow-

ers) Act, 1958, also otherwise

known as AFSPA, in order to

“maintain public order” in areas

it considers “disturbed.” It em-

powers armed forces officers to

shoot any person who may be

suspected of being insurgent, in

so-called “disturbed areas”. Be-

sides, this Act provides that the

central government permission is

necessary to prosecute any of-

ficer, which grants them a nearly-

complete immunity from prosecu-

tion.

AFSPA was passed on Sep-

tember 11, 1958 by the Parliament

of India. It conferred special pow-

ers upon armed forces in what

the language of the act calls “dis-

turbed areas” in the states of

Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,

Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram,

Nagaland and Tripura. It was later

extended to Jammu and Kashmir

as the The Armed Forces (Jammu

and Kashmir) Special Powers

Act, 1990 in July 1990.

When India presented its

second periodic report to the

United Nations Human Rights

Committee in 1991, members of

the UNHRC asked numerous

questions about the validity of

the AFSPA. They questioned the

constitutionality of the AFSPA

under Indian law and asked how

it could be justified in light of

Article 4 of the International Cov-

enant on Civil and Political

Rights, ICCPR. On 23 March 2009,

UN Commissioner for Human

Rights Navanethem Pillay asked

India to repeal the AFSPA. She

termed the law as “dated and co-

lonial-era law that breach contem-

porary international human rights

standards.”

The Attorney General of In-

dia responded that the AFSPA is

a necessary measure to prevent

the secession of the North East-

ern states.

What is AFSPA

The Armed Forces (Special

Powers) Act of 1958 (AFSPA) is

one of the more draconian legis-

lations that the Indian Parliament

has passed in its 45 years of Par-

liamentary history. Under this

Act, all security forces are given

unrestricted and unaccounted

power to carry out their opera-

tions, once an area is declared

disturbed. Even a non-commis-

sioned officer is granted the right

to shoot to kill based on mere

suspicion that it is necessary to

do so in order to “maintain the

public order”.

The AFSPA gives the armed

forces wide powers to shoot, ar-

rest and search, all in the name of

“aiding civil power.” It was first

applied to the North Eastern

states of Assam and Manipur

and was amended in 1972 to ex-

tend to all the seven states in the

north- eastern region of India.

They are Assam, Manipur,

Tripura, Meghalaya, Arunachal

Pradesh, Mizoram and Nagaland,

also known as the “seven sisters”.

The enforcement of the AFSPA

has resulted in innumerable inci-

dents of arbitrary detention, tor-

ture, rape, and looting by secu-

rity personnel. This legislation is

sought to be justified by the

Government of India, on the plea

that it is required to stop the North

East states from seceeding from

the Indian Union. There is a

strong movement for self-deter-

mination which precedes the for-

mation of the Indian Union.

HISTORICAL
BACKGROUND

As the great Himalayan

range dividing South and Cen-

tral Asia runs down the east, it

takes a southward curve and

splits into lower hill ranges. The

hills are punctuated by valleys

and the valleys are washed by

the rivers that drain into to the

Bay of Bengal. Waves of people

settled in these blue hills and

green valleys at various times in

history. They brought with them

cultures and traditions. The new

interacted with the old and

evolved into the unique cultural

mosaic that characterizes the re-

gion.

Through the centuries,

these hills and valleys have

bridged South, South East, and

Central Asia. On today’s geo-po-

litical map, a large part of the origi-

nal region constitutes the seven

states of the Republic of India,

but its political, economic and

socio-cultural systems have al-

ways been linked with South East

Asia. The great Hindu and Mus-

lim empires that reigned over the

Indian sub-continent never ex-

tended east of the Bhramaputra

river.

India’s British colonizers

were the first to break this bar-

rier. In the early 19th century, they

moved in to check the Burmese

expansion into today’s Manipur

and Assam. The British, with the

help of the then Manipur King,

Gambhir Singh, crushed the Bur-

mese imperialist dream and the

treaty of Yandabo was signed in

1828. Under this treaty, Assam be-

came a part of British India and

the British continued to influence

the political affairs of the region.

This undue interference

eventually led to the bloody

Anglo- Manipuri conflict of 1891.

The British reaffirmed their posi-

tion but were cognizant of the

ferocious spirit of independence

of these people and did not ad-

minister directly but only through

the King.

It was during the Second

World War, when the Japanese

tried to enter the Indian sub-con-

tinent through this narrow corri-

dor, that the strategic signifi-

cance of the region to the Indian

armed forces was realised. With

the bombing of the Hiroshima

and Nagasaki, a disenchanted

Japanese had to retreat from

Imphal and Kohima fronts, how-

ever the importance of control

over the region subsequently re-

mained a priority for the Govern-

ment of India.

With the end of the war, the

global political map was changed

over night. As the British were

preparing to leave Asia, the Po-

litical Department of the British

Government planned to carve out

a buffer state consisting of the

Naga Hills, Mikir Hills, Sadiya

Area, Balipara Tract, Manipur,

Lushai Hills, Khasi and Hills in

Assam, as well as the Chin Hills

and the hills of northern Burma.

The impending departure of the
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British created confusion and

turmoil over how to fill the politi-

cal vacuum they would leave be-

hind. Ultimately, the various ter-

ritories were parceled out to

Nehru’s India, Jinnah’s Pakistan,

Aung Sang’s Burma and Mao’s

China according to strategic re-

quirements. As expected, there

were some rumblings between

the new Asiatic powers on who

should get how much - India and

Burma over Kabow valley, India

and East Pakistan over

Chittagong Hill Tracts, and India

and China over the North-East

Frontier Agency (NEFA), present

day Arunachal Pradesh.

Compromises were made,

and issues were finally settled in

distant capitals, to the satifaction

of the new rulers. The people who

had been dwelling in these hills

and valleys for thousands of

years were systematically ex-

cluded from the consultation pro-

cess. The Indian share of the Brit-

ish colonial cake in this region

constitutes the present “Seven

Sisters” states of the North-East.

Over the years, thanks to the

British, the advent of western

education and contact with new

ideas brought about the realiza-

tion that the old ways had to give

way to the new. Indigenous

movements evolved as the

people aspired to a new social

and political order. For example,

in the ancient Kingdom of

Manipur, under the charismatic

leadership of Hijam Irabot, a

strong popular democratic move-

ment against feudalism and co-

lonialism was raging. After the

departure of the British, the King-

dom of Manipur was reconsti-

tuted as a constitutional monar-

chy on modern lines by passing

the Manipur Constitution Act,

1947.

Elections were held under

the new constitution. A legisla-

tive assembly was formed. In

1949, Mr V P Menon, a senior rep-

resentative of the Government of

India, invited the King to a meet-

ing on the pretext of discussing

the deteriorating law and order

situation in the state at Shillong.

Upon his arrival, the King was

allegedly forced to sign under du-

ress the merger agreement. The

agreement was never ratified in

the Manipur Legislative Assem-

bly. Rather, the Assembly was

dissolved and Manipur was kept

under the charge of a Chief Com-

missioner. There were protests,

but the carrot-and-stick policy

launched by the Indian Govern-

ment successfully suppressed

any opposition.

THE ACT AND ITS
PROVISIONS

Section 1: This section

states the name of the Act and

the areas to which it extends

(Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya,

Nagaland, Tripura, Arunachal

Pradesh and Mizoram).

Section 2: This section sets

out the definition of the Act, but

leaves much un-defined. Under

part (a) in the 1972 version, the

armed forces were defined as “the

military and Air Force of the

Union so operating”. In the 1958

version of the Act the definition

was of the “military forces and

the air forces operating as land

forces”. In the Lok Sabha De-

bates which led to the passing of

the original Act, Mr Naushir

Bharucha commented, “that

probably means that the Govern-

ment very mercifully has not per-

mitted the air forces to shoot or

strafe the area ... or to bomb.” The

Minister of Home Affairs did not

confirm this interpretation, but

certainly “acting as land forces”

should rule out the power to re-

sort to aerial bombardment. Nev-

ertheless, in 1966, the Air Force

in Mizoram did resort to aerial

bombardment.

Section 2(b) defines a “dis-

turbed area” as any area declared

as such under Clause 3 (see dis-

cussion below). Section 2(c)

states that all other words not

defined in the AFSPA have the

meanings assigned to them in the

Army Act of 1950.

Section 3: This section de-

fines “disturbed area” by stat-

ing how an area can be declared

disturbed. It grants the power to

declare an area disturbed to the

Central Government and the

Governor of the State, but does

not describe the circumstances

under which the authority would

be justified in making such a dec-

laration. Rather, the AFSPA only

requires that such authority be

“of the opinion that whole or

parts of the area are in a danger-

ous or disturbed condition such

that the use of the Armed Forces

in aid of civil powers is neces-

sary.” The vagueness of this defi-

nition was challenged in Indrajit

Barua v. State of Assam case.

The court decided that the lack

of precision to the definition of a

disturbed area was not an issue

because the government and

people of India understand its

meaning. However, since the

declaration depends on the sat-

isfaction of the Government offi-

cial, the declaration that an area

is disturbed is not subject to ju-

dicial review. So in practice, it is

only the government’s under-

standing which classifies an area

as disturbed. There is no mecha-

nism for the people to challenge

this opinion. Strangely, there are

acts which define the term more

concretely. In the Disturbed Ar-

eas (Special Courts) Act, 1976,

an area may be declared dis-

turbed when “a State Govern-

ment is satisfied that (i) there was,

or (ii) there is, in any area within

a State extensive disturbance of

the public peace and tranquility,

by reason of differences or dis-

putes between members of dif-

ferent religions, racial, language,

or regional groups or castes or

communities, it may ... declare

such area to be a disturbed area.”

The lack of precision in the defi-

nition of a disturbed area under

the AFSPA demonstrates that

the government is not interested

in putting safeguards on its ap-

plication of the AFSPA.

The 1972 amendments to the

AFSPA extended the power to

declare an area disturbed to the

Central Government. In the 1958

version of the AFSPA only the

state governments had this

power. In the 1972 Lok Sabha

debates it was argued that ex-

tending this power to the Cen-

tral Government would take away

the State’s authority. In the 1958

debates the authority and power

of the states in applying the

AFSPA was a key issue. The

Home Minister had argued that

the AFSPA broadened states’

power because they could call in

the military whenever they

chose. The 1972 amendment

shows that the Central Govern-

ment is no longer concerned with

the state’s power. Rather, the

Central Government now has the

ability to overrule the opinion of

a state governor and declare an

area disturbed. This happened in

Tripura, when the Central Gov-

ernment declared Tripura a dis-

turbed area, over the opposition

of the State Government.

In the 1972 Lok Sabha de-

bates, Mr S D Somasundaram

pointed out that there was no

need to extend this power to the

Central Government, since the

President had “the power to in-

tervene in a disturbed State at any

time” under the Constitution.

This point went unheeded and

the Central Government retains

the power to apply the AFSPA to

the areas it wishes in the North-

east.

Section 4: This section sets

out the powers granted to the

military stationed in a disturbed

area. These powers are granted

to the commissioned officer, war-

rant officer, or non-commissioned

officer, only a jawan (private)

does not have these powers. The

Section allows the armed forces

personnel to use force for a vari-

ety of reasons.

The army can shoot to kill,

under the powers of section 4(a),

for the commission or suspicion

of the commission of the follow-

ing offenses: acting in contra-

vention of any law or order for

the time being in force in the dis-

turbed area prohibiting the as-

sembly of five or more persons,

carrying weapons, or carrying

anything which is capable of be-

ing used as a fire-arm or ammuni-

tion. To justify the invocation of

this provision, the officer need

only be “of the opinion that it is

necessary to do so for the main-

tenance of public order” and only

give “such due warning as he may

consider necessary”.

The army can destroy prop-

erty under section 4(b) if it is an

arms dump, a fortified position or

shelter from where armed attacks

are made or are suspected of be-

ing made, if the structure is used

as a training camp, or as a hide-

out by armed gangs or

absconders.

The army can arrest anyone

without a warrant under section

4(c) who has committed, is sus-

pected of having committed or of

being about to commit, a cognis-

able offense and use any amount

of force “necessary to effect the

arrest”.

Under section 4(d), the army

can enter and search without a

warrant to make an arrest or to

recover any property, arms, am-

munition or explosives which are

believed to be unlawfully kept on

the premises. This section also

allows the use of force necessary

for the search.

Section 5: This section states

that after the military has arrested

someone under the AFSPA, they

must hand that person over to

the nearest police station with the

“least possible delay”. There is

no definition in the act of what

constitutes the least possible

delay. Some case-law has estab-

lished that 4 to 5 days is too long.

But since this provision has been

interpreted as depending on the

specifics circumstances of each

case, there is no precise amount

of time after which the section is

violated. The holding of the ar-

rested person, without review by
a magistrate, constitutes arbitrary
detention.

Section 6: This section es-
tablishes that no legal proceed-
ing can be brought against any
member of the armed forces act-
ing under the AFSPA, without
the permission of the Central
Government. This section leaves
the victims of the armed forces

abuses without a remedy.

.......Continue in next issue
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The UK and France are to sign

a treaty agreeing to the joint

development and testing of

nuclear warheads. The plans

will see one centre set up in the

UK to develop technology and

another in France to carry out

testing. Prime Minister David

Cameron and President

Nicolas Sarkozy will also

outline plans, at a London

summit, for a joint army

expeditionary force. Downing

Street called the measures

“practical”, but Labour said

they left “big questions” over

the UK’s defences.

A Downing Street spokesman

said: “This summit marks a

deepening of the UK-France

bilateral relationship. Ours is

now a strategic partnership

tackling together the biggest

challenges facing our two

countries.”

The summit comes two weeks

after the UK government

announced cuts to its armed

forces, in the first strategic

defence review since 1998, as

part of savings aimed at

reducing the country’s budget

deficit.

Under the plans, £750m will be

saved over four years on the

Trident nuclear missile system

by cutting the number of

warheads.

Harrier jump jets, the Navy’s

flagship HMS Ark Royal and

planned Nimrod spy planes

will also be axed, but two new

aircraft carriers were spared.

Mr Cameron and Mr Sarkozy

are to sign two treaties - one

on greater general military co-

operation and the other on

nuclear weapons.

Operational veto

The latter will establish a

centre in the UK to develop

technology and another one in

France to carry out the testing.

It is understood that each

country will still control its

own warheads, and that nuclear

secrets will not be shared.

The other treaty will allow the

setting up of a “combined joint

expeditionary force”, thought

to involve a brigade of about

5,000 soldiers from each side.

Each country will retain a veto

for each operation, which will

operate under one military com-

mander to be chosen at the time.

The UK and France have also

agreed to keep at least one

aircraft carrier at sea between

them at any one time.

UK and France agree to joint
nuclear testing treaty

Chitra Singh RajputChitra Singh RajputChitra Singh RajputChitra Singh RajputChitra Singh Rajput

THE controversy surrounding the SIS Live-Prasar Bharati

deal over the telecast rights of the Commonwealth Games got

an altogether new dimension on Tuesday with the revelation

that Solicitor General (SG) Gopal Subramanium had offered

the view that the discrepancies in key provisions of the

Request for Proposal (RFP) and the final contract should

have been approved by the competent authority, which, in

this case, was information and broadcasting minister Ambika

Soni.

    Not just that, Mr Subramanium, who vetted the tendering

document, had also suggested that “CVC be taken on board

and a fair and transparent recording of reasons (for the

departures in the final contract) should be maintained”.

    With the dispute surrounding the CWG rights turning

sordid by the day, CAG has stepped in, taking away all the

papers pertaining to the contract for a thorough scrutiny.

    The oversight committee had, sometime in February-March

this year, directed the Prasar Bharati Board to take SG’s

opinion on the changes in the tendering norms while

awarding the contract for the coverage of the Commonwealth

Games.

    The dispute had to be referred to the SG in view of the

objections raised consistently by member (finance) to the

attempts to tweak the RFP. “I record that the member

(finance) raised a point that the RFP was sacrosanct and

that any deviation had to be accepted by the competent

authority. The member did not agree to any changes which

had any financial impact,” Mr Subramanium observed.

    ”I respect his reservation, but given the uniqueness of the

Games and the quality of work expected by HB (host broad-

caster), I felt that the above changes could be considered by

the competent authority in its wisdom and public interest

considerations,” the SG noted.

    Neither the competent authority, nor CVC, it now turns out,

were kept in the loop by the Prasar Bharati, which pressed

ahead by incorporating fundamental changes in the tender-

ing norms to suit the whims of the British firm SIS Live.

    Interestingly, like many other contracts awarded in

connection with the Games, SIS Live, too, came through a

single bidding process, after the application submitted by the

Nimbus Communications Ltd (NCL) was rejected on the

ground that it did not fulfil the eligibility criteria laid out by

the RFP document.

    The final contract signed by the Prasar Bharati and SIS

Live was marked by major divergence from RFP, which

allowed SIS Live to have a cakewalk. One major departure,

for instance, was in the “cessation of services” clause. The

final document provided that the British firm “shall be

entitled to remove all its equipment as well as the equipment

of its sub-contractors and the HB shall not cause any

hindrance or objection in the same. Upon payments of all

amounts owing in full, each party shall return to the other

documents, materials and equipment provided by a party to

the other for purposes of the project”.

    It was concessions like these which, official sources

pointed out, lent credence to the suspicion that the Prasar

Bharati had gone out of its way to arm the British firm with a

disproportionate amount of clout.

    Changes in the termination clause, transfer of contract and

liquidated damages, all of which were undertaken without

the I&B minister’s clearance, helped SIS Live gain an undue

advantage. The draft RFP document, for instance, provided

for liquidated damages to be paid by either party only in the

case of loss of damages due to negligence on part of either

party. But in the vetted and final contract, a provision was

inserted for payment of these damages by the Doordarshan,

the host broadcaster, on account of delay in payment by more

than 10 days, which could go up to 10% of the contract

price.
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Each will be able to use the

other’s carrier in some form,

certainly for training and

possibly operations.

Meanwhile, France is to use

British A400M fuelling aircraft

when there is spare capacity,

with plans in place for common

maintenance and training.

Joint work on drones, mine

counter-measures and satellite

communications is also

proposed.

In a statement, the French

presidency said the test centre

in Valduc, eastern France,

would start operations in

2014.

The Valduc laboratory would

work with a French-British

research centre based in

Aldermaston, Berkshire, it added.

Together the facilities would

involve “several dozen”

French and British experts and

cost both countries several

million euros.

It said scientists from both

countries would be able to

ensure the “viability, safety

and security in the long term of

our nuclear arsenals”.

Mr Cameron told MPs on

Monday: “I do seriously

believe that this link-up with

the French over defence is in

the long term interests of both

our countries.

“And to those who worry that

this might in some way lead

to... European armies, that is

not the point. The point is to

enhance sovereign capability

by two like-minded countries

being able to work together.”

The UK’s shadow defence

secretary Jim Murphy said: “I

support the government’s

emphasis on international co-

operation, taking forward

the good work of the last

government.

“We share common threats

with countries such as France,

from terrorism to privacy to

cyber-attack. Deepening

military ties is an essential

part of modern defence policy.

“Interdependence, however, is

different from dependence, and

binding legal treaties pose

some big questions for the

government.”

Mr Murphy also questioned

whether the the UK was

entering “an era where we are

reliant on our allies to fill in

the gaps in the government’s

defence policy”.

India has finally signed a convention that rules the financial liability of civil nuclear operators and suppliers

worldwide, a step that is expected to make it easier for foreign suppliers to do business at Vienna on October 27,

2010. The Convention on Supplementary Compensation (CSC) was signed at the International Atomic Energy

Agency (IAEA) headquarters at Vienna, a move that has been long sought by the United States to reassure its

suppliers to enter the South Asian nation’s expanding nuclear market. U.S. companies are believed to be wary of

entering the country’s USD 150-billion atomic power market due to India’s newly-enacted nuclear liability law

which extends the liability in the event of an accident to the suppliers.

The move, making India the 14th country to sign the nuclear watchdog’s pact, by New Delhi is being seen a

smooth one as it comes days before American president Barack Obama’s visit to India. The CSC, apart from

providing a membership into the international fund for compensation to the victims of a nuclear disaster,

also sets various parameters onto the government and the operators and provides for a single competent

court to hear claims.

India signs IAEA nuclear

liability treaty
Suraj Singh RajputSuraj Singh RajputSuraj Singh RajputSuraj Singh RajputSuraj Singh Rajput
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countries desire peaceful and productive relationship

with China.

They deliberated upon how it was important to

engage China in "closer and more open dialogue," she

said, adding the Indian side cited examples in this re-

gard. Talking about the disputes with China, Rao said

Singh mentioned the "very well functioning system"

to discuss these differences with China in an "engag-

ing way".

Both sides felt that "this is the best way to deal

with China to draw it into productive discussions to

resolve issues."

India, Malaysia sign CECA; set USD 15 bln

trade target by 2015

Seeking to give new impetus to the bilateral rela-

tions, India and Malaysia on Wednesday formally

announced firming up of Comprehensive Economic

Cooperation Agreement (CECA) to boost trade and

decided on a range of other engagements in various

sectors, including defence.

The two sides signed five pacts in various areas

after wide-ranging talks between Prime Minister

Manmohan Singh and his Malaysian counterpart

Mohd Najib Tun Abdul Razak and resolved to impart

strategic dimension to their relations.

Signing a document with regard to announce-

ment of CECA, the two leaders said the agreement,

aimed at allowing freer movement of goods, services

and investments, would come into effect on 1st July

next year.

"Today marks a turning point in India, Malaysia

relations," Singh told a press conference after the meet-

ing. He said the discussions with Razzak had laid the

basis for multi-faceted partnership between the two

countries.

Singh and Razzak also launched the CEO's Fo-

rum which is expected to help forge closer and deeper

economic engagement between business and industry

of the two countries.

"India welcomes greater investment from Malay-

sia in infrastructure and manufacturing sector and

Indian companies would also want to do business in

Malaysia," Singh said.

Razzak said Malaysia would be happy to share

India's economic success and join its journey for eco-

nomic development of the country.

"We must give new impetus to this relationship. I

indicated to Prime Minister Singh that Malaysia is

ready for deeper and more intensive relationship," he

said Razzak said the two countries have set a trade

target of USD 15 billion by 2015 and expressed confi-

dence CECA will help achieve it.

Noting that expansion of mutual investment

would contribute to reciprocal economic growth of

both countries, the two leaders agreed to enhance co-

operation and support at government level to further

strengthen existing bilateral collaboration in infrastruc-

ture development.

The involvement in infrastructure projects, par-

ticularly in the construction industry, is expected to

provide bigger opportunities in investment through

joint business and governmental collaboration, Singh

and Razzak said.

Jantar Mantar in World
Heritage List

The Jantar Mantar, Jaipur was included in the

World Heritage List of UNESCO during 34th Session

of World Heritage Committee held in Brasilia (Brazil)

between 25th July to 3rd August, 2010.

The government has submitted nomination dos-

siers of Shantiniketan (West Bengal) under culture

category and the Western Ghats under natural cat-

egory to the World Heritage Centre for their inclusion

in the World Heritage List.

The World Heritage List includes 911 properties

forming part of the cultural and natural heritage

which the World Heritage Committee considers as

having outstanding universal value.

These include 704 cultural [Cultural site], 180

natural [Natural site] and 27 mixed [Mixed site] prop-

erties in 151 States Parties. As of June 2010, 187 States

Parties have ratified the World Heritage Convention.

National Green

Tribunal Launched
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has officially

been notified today by the Chairperson of the Tribu-

nal, Justice Lokeshwar Singh Panta. Justice Panta took

charge of his office yesterday here.

The National Green Tribunal is exclusively dedi-

cated to environmental issues. This Body, established

by an Act of Parliament (being the National Green

Tribunal Act of 2010) will have circuit benches across

the country to try all matters related to and arising

out of environmental issues.

The Tribunal which shall also consist of members,

who are experts in the field of environmental and re-

lated sciences, has been empowered to issue directions

for the compensation and restitution of damage caused

from actions of environmental negligence. In doing so,

this is the first body of its kind that is required by its

parent statute; to apply the polluter pays principle and

the principle of sustainable development.

Shri Jairam Ramesh, Minister of State for Envi-

ronment and Forests (I/C) said, "T he erstwhile Na-

tional Environment Appellate Authority seizes to ex-

ist with the launch of NGT. All the functions will be

transferred to NGT. After Australia and New Zealand,

India has this important institution. The NGT will fol-

low various decisions of the Supreme Court and 186

Reports of the Law Commission. There are 5000 cases

today in various High Courts and District Courts to-

day." The Minister also declared that other expert

members of the NGT will be appointed shortly. The

NGT will have 10 expert members. The Minister also

declared that National Environmental Protection Au-

thority (NEPA) will be constituted soon. Shri Ramesh

added that NGT and NEPA will constitute the pillars

of reformed system of Environmental Governance.

The Ministry of Environment and Forests also in-

tends to organise workshops in rural areas to educate

people about issues of access and procedure related to

the NGT in a few weeks time.

India Signs First Tax
Information Exchange

Agreement with

Bermuda
India and Bermuda have signed a Tax Informa-

tion Exchange Agreement (TIEA). The agreement was

signed by Shri S. S. Palanimanickam, Minister of State

for Revenue in the Ministry of Finance from Indian

side and Dr. Ewart Brown, Premier of Bermuda from

Bermuda side. This is the first TIEA being signed by

India.
Salient features of this agreement are as follows:-

-          It is based on international standard of

transparency and exchange of information.

-          Information must be relevant to the admin-

istration and enforcement of the domestic laws of the

Contracting Parties concerning taxes covered by the

state TV, Foreign Minister

Sergey Lavrov called

Japan's reaction to the visit

"unacceptable."

"It is our land," he said.

"The Russian president

visited Russian land, Russian

territory, a Russian region.

We have explained that to

our Japanese partners.

The Russian Foreign

Ministry said in a statement

posted on its website that it

told Masaharu Kono, the

Japanese ambassador in

Moscow, that Japan's

protests over the visit were

impermissible.

"It was indicated to the

Japanese side that its

attempts to influence the

choice of domestic routes by

Russian President Dmitry

Medvedev were totally

unacceptable and

incompatible with

neighbourly relations

between Russia and Japan

that have taken place in recent

years," the statement said.

Lavrov had said earlier

that the ambassador would

be summoned to the ministry

"and we will once again

clearly and unequivocally

reiterate our position. We

will not take any steps that

might impede the Russian-

Japanese cooperation, but

the Japanese side should, of

course, draw conclusions."

Green Bank in

works to power

renewable

energy projects

The government is

planning to set up a green

bank by leveraging the Rs.

5,000-crore national clean

energy fund expected

annually through a cess on

domestic and imported coal.

The proposed bank will

fund projects to generate

electricity from wind, solar,

tidal and other renewable

sources, which currently

contribute about 6,000 MW

in India's power capacity of

about 150,000 MW.

India has the potential to

generate 80,000 MW from

non-conventional sources,

according to estimates of the

ministry for new and

renewable energy (MNRE).

The government levies a

Rs. 50 per tonne cess on

both domestically-produced

and imported coal. The cess

aims to fund research and

innovative projects in clean

energy technology.

MNRE-proposed bank

will be linked with the Indian

Renewable Energy

Development Agency

(IREDA), a government-

owned non-banking financial

company.

IREDA, established in

1987, promotes renewable

energy and energy

conservation projects.

The concept of such a

bank is not new. Clean

Energy Development Bank

of Nepal is operational since

2006 in a joint venture with

the Netherlands-based

financial institution FMO.

MNRE expects rapid

expansion of renewable

energy projects, especially

solar power in the country

that will require dedicated

funding. India is already one

of the world leaders in

generating wind energy.

National Radio

Regulatory

Authority of

India (NRRAI)

This time it is a regulator

for wireless radio spectrum.

TRAI wants to exercise this

power.  But the telecom

minister Mr. A. Raja feels

otherwise and is toying with

the idea of establishing a

separate regulator who will

also have control over the

wireless spectrum used by

the Armed forces.  Even the

Armed forces are reportedly

unhappy with the move. It

would be called the National

Radio Regulatory Authority

of India. Wireless spectrum

has been the cause of much

heartburn, bickering and

scandal. Mobile phone

companies have been

squabbling with each other

over the amount of 2G

frequencies - the airwaves

which carry most of our

cellphone communications

now - they are entitled to

hold. Allegations of

corruption in the allotment of

2G licences and airwaves in

2008 are being investigated

by CBI and the auction of

3G airwaves for high-speed

data services was delayed

for months because the

spectrum that was meant to

be allotted was in the hands

of the armed forces.
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agreement.

-          The requesting State has to provide some

minimum details about the information requested in

order to justify the relevance criteria.

-          Information is to be treated as secret and

can be disclosed to only specified person or authori-

ties, which are tax authorities or its oversight body.

-          It also provides for disclosure of informa-

tion to any other person or entity or authority or any

other jurisdiction with the written consent of the com-

petent authority of the requested Party.

-          There is a specific provision that the re-

quested Party shall use its information gathering mea-

sures to obtain the requested information even though

that Party may not need such information for its own

tax purposes.

 -          There is a specific provision for providing

banking and ownership information.

-          The Agreement also allows exchange of

past information in criminal tax matters.

The Agreement is important in the perspective of

efforts made by Global Forum to build an effective sys-

tem for exchange of information around the world.

India being the vice chair of Peer Review and Bermuda

being the vice chair of Global Forum are playing im-

portant role in this work.   The Minister expressed hope

that the relationship between the two countries would

be strengthened with this Agreement.

Former IG of Kerala
sentenced to life

Four decades after the sensational murder of

Naxalite leader Arikkad Varghese, in February 1970,

a CBI special court in Kochi on Thursday sentenced

retired IG K Lakshmana to life imprisonment for the

crime. Lakshmana's colleague P Vijayan, who retired

as DGP, was acquitted in the case after being given

the benefit of doubt.

Varghese's death had been passed off for an en-

counter killing for almost three decades until

Ramachandran Nair, one of the police constables who

had been a part of the squad that killed Varghese, made

the startling confession that Varghese had been shot

to death by him at the orders of Lakshmana, then a

deputy superintendent of police.

Astronomers discover
the most massive

neutron star yet known
The largest pulsating star yet observed casts

doubts on exotic-matter theories. Neutron stars are liv-

ing up to their name. Measurements of radio waves

emanating from the most massive pulsating star yet

discovered suggest that it is, indeed, made up of neu-

trons, rather than exotic particles, as some theories

propose.

Neutron stars are the corpses left behind after

certain normal stars explode as supernovae. Accord-

ing to standard astronomical models, matter is

squeezed down so tightly within their cores that nu-

clei break apart into their constituents, with protons

and electrons crushed together into neutrons - hence

the stars' name. But in reality, astronomers know little

about what happens to matter at such high densities,

says Paul Demorest, an astronomer at the National

Radio Astronomy Observatory in Charlottesville, Vir-

ginia, which has led some to suggest that 'neutron star'

may be a misnomer. Rival models suggest that the ob-

jects might be made up of the constituents of neutrons

- free quarks - or other types of exotic matter, such as

'hyperons'. One way to test which theory is correct is

to calculate the masses of neutron stars, because each

model predicts a different upper limit to their mass. In

Nature today1, Demorest and his colleagues report a

neutron star with a mass that is almost twice that of

the Sun - beating the previous record-holder by more

than 13%.

The researchers used the National Radio As-

tronomy Observatory Green Bank Telescope in West

Virginia to examine a rotating neutron star, called

J1614-2230, which orbits a companion 'white dwarf'

star as part of a binary star system. The neutron star

emits radio pulses at regular millisecond intervals, but

as each pulse passes by the white dwarf on its way to

Earth it is delayed in a way that depends on the mass

of the dwarf and varies as the stars orbit each other.

This 'Shapiro delay' is an effect of general relativ-

ity, which states that the gravitational field of massive

objects causes clocks to tick more slowly and radio

pulses to be retarded. By combining measurements of

the Shapiro delay, the period of the stars' orbit and

the speed of the neutron star, the scientists calculated

the mass of the neutron star.
Mass mystery

There have been tentative reports of other heavy

neutron stars before, but follow-up measurements look-

ing for the Shapiro delay have failed to confirm the

high mass, says David Nice, an astronomer at Lafayette

College in Easton, Pennsylvania. "This is a beautiful

demonstration of the Shapiro effect that clears up

whether heavier neutron stars exist," he says.

However, James Lattimer, an astronomer at the

State University of New York at Stony Brook, notes

that it would be relatively easy to tweak the param-

eters that control the strength of interaction between

the particles in exotic models to bring them back in

line with the researchers' findings. "To rule out these

exotic models fully you also need to know the radius

of the star," he says.

Work to calculate the star's radius is underway.

But, nonetheless, the neutron star's high mass could

force astronomers to rethink their models of how bi-

nary systems evolve, says Lattimer. Computer simula-

tions tend to predict that neutron stars in binaries will

have masses between around 1.2 and 1.5 times that of

the Sun. Models suggest that a small amount of mat-

ter can be transferred to the neutron star from its com-

panion, but even that could not account for the ex-

tremely large mass of this neutron star, says Lattimer.

For this reason, it will be important to corroborate this

result by looking for other heavy neutron stars in bi-

nary systems. "It's a mystery that will have to be looked

into."

PM concludes three-
nation tour, heads

home
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh is now on

his way back home from Hanoi after his week long

three-nation tour of Japan, Malaysia and Vietnam.

During his visit two free trade agreements were

finalised as part of India's efforts to give a push to its

'Look East' policy.

Singh left for home from Hanoi after attending

the India-ASEAN Summit and East Asia Summit. Be-

sides taking part in the summit meetings, the Prime

Minister also had three bilateral meeting with the lead-

ers of Singapore, Vietnam and Australia as also with

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on the side line

of the seventeen ASEAN Summit in Hanoi. He also

called on the President of the Vietnam NGUYEN MINH

TRIET .

Chemicals in-

dustry to get

first right over

ethanol

An expert panel on

ethanol pricing headed by

the Planning Commission

member Saumitra Chaudhuri

is reportedly considering

recommending giving priority

to the chemical industry in

ethanol allotment.  If this

were to happen, it is likely to

deal a big blow to the

programme of blending

ethanol with petrol.

The Union Cabinet had

approved a mandatory 5%

ethanol blending with petrol

under the programme and an

interim price of Rs 27 per

litre was approved. The Plan

panel is expected to arrive at

a formula to derive a long

term, fair and remunerative

price for the commodity.

India imports more than

80% of its crude oil

requirement. The 5% ethanol

in petrol would have helped cut

import of crude oil.

RBI raises lend-

ing, borrowing

rates by 25bps;

CRR unchanged

The Reserve Bank on

Tuesday hiked its key short-

term lending and borrowing

rates by 25 basis points each

with immediate effect to rein

in inflation, a move that

could increase banks'

commercial lending rates.

Accordingly, the short

term lending rate or (repo

rate) stands at 6.25 percent

and the borrowing rate

(reverse repo) at 5.25

percent.

The RBI has, however,

left the cash reserve ratio or

bank rate, which is the

amount of cash that banks

have to park with the central

bank to maintain prudential

norms, unchanged at 6

percent.

"These changes will be

with immediate effect," the

Reserve Bank said while

announcing the second

quarter monetary policy

review in Mumbai.

After announcing the

latest round of rate hikes,

which is the sixth since

February this year, it said

further rate action is

relatively low in the

immediate term, indicating

that its consistent efforts at

combating inflation has

begun to bear fruits, even

though this is still at a higher

level.

So far, RBI has hiked

the repo rate by 125 basis

points (bps) one basis point

is 0.01 percent - and the

reverse repo by 175 bps,

while it spiked the CRR by

100 basis points in two

installments to tame inflation

and to normalize the easy

monetary and fiscal policies

which were initiated by the

RBI and government

following the global financial

crisis in September 2008.

The RBI is upbeat about

the pace of economic

acceleration and has

accordingly retained its

projection of GDP growth at

8.5 percent for this fiscal.

It, however, lowered the

target for inflation to 5.5

percent by the end of this

fiscal from previous

projection of 6 percent.

RBI said the monetary

policy is aimed at

conditioning and containing

inflation perception in the 4-

4.5 percent region in line

with the medium-term

objective of 3 percent

inflation.

Headline inflation stands

at 8.6 percent for August,

while the food inflation at an

elevated 13.75 percent for

the week ended 16th

October.

"The monetary policy

stance is aimed at containing

inflation, anchoring

inflationary expectations and

maintaining an interest rate

regime consistent with price,

output and financial stability,"

the apex bank said.

It further said it expects

these rate hikes will help

"sustain the anti-inflationary

thrust of recent monetary

actions and outcomes in the

face of persistent inflation

risks and to rein in the rising

inflationary expectations,

which may be aggravated by

the structural nature of food

price increases."

Lord Swraj

Paul, the Dy

Speaker of the

House resigns

Unhappy over his 4-

month suspension from the

House of Lords over

parliamentary expenses

claim, Lord Swraj Paul on

Monday resigned from the
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At the India-ASEAN and East-Asia Summits,

Singh pitched for closer and greater integration be-

tween India and East and South East Asian countries.

He pressed for early completion of free trade agree-

ment in Services and Investment and implementation

of such a pact on Goods signed last year.

Singh also announced visa-on-arrival facility to

nationals of Cambodia, Vietnam, Philippines and Laos

from January next year. He also announced a slew of

other measures like setting up of a Centre for Track-

ing and Data Reception and an Imaging facility for

the ASEAN countries.

The Prime Minister said that India has undertaken

programmes for a massive transformation of rural In-

dia which is creating a huge and booming rural mar-

ket for goods and services. It hopes to sustain its growth

rate of 9 to 10 percent in coming year every year. This,

he said, will offer many opportunities for trade and

investment. Dr Singh said that there has been a sub-

stantial increase in people to people exchanges.

The Prime Minister held talks with his Chinese

counterpart Wen Jiabao and raised several issues in-

cluding China issuing stapled visas to people of Jammu

and Kashmir.

Prior to his trip to Vietnam, Singh visited Malay-

sia and Japan.

Miss America
Alexandria Mills is

crowned Miss World

2010
Miss United States, Alexandria Mills, won the

Miss World crown for 2010 today, defeating more than

100 other hopefuls at a glittering ceremony in south-

ern China.

The blonde Mills, 18, wept as outgoing Miss World

Kaiane Aldorino of Gibraltar placed the tiara on her

head and led her to a diamond-shaped throne, in

honour of the pageant's 60th anniversary.

Botswana's Emma Wareus was second, and

Venezuela's Adriana Vasini placed third in the com-

petition, held in the Chinese resort town of Sanya on

Hainan island.

Globe pledges to
protect bio-diversity

A historic global treaty to protect the world's for-

ests, coral reefs and other threatened ecosystems

within 10 years, has been sealed at a UN summit. The

rich and poor nations agreed to take "effective and

urgent" action to curb the destruction of nature in an

effort to halt the loss of the world's biodiversity on

which human survival depends.

Delegates from 193 countries committed to key

goals such as curbing pollution, protecting forests and

coral reefs, setting aside areas of land and water for

conservation, and managing fisheries sustainability.

This was disclosed by UN Environment

Programme chief Achim Steiner after the accord was

struck this morning following nearly two weeks of

tense talks in the central Japanese city of Nagoya.

One of the most significant elements of the ac-

cord was a commitment to protect 17 per cent of

land and 10 per cent of oceans so that biodiversity

there thrived.

Scientists produce
small-scale version of

human liver using
stem cells

Scientists have managed to produce a small-scale

version of a human liver in the laboratory using stem

cells. The success increases hope that new transplant

livers could be manufactured, although experts say

that this is still many years away. The team from Wake

Forest University Baptist Medical Center presented its

findings at conference in Boston. British experts said it

was an "exciting development" but it is not yet certain

a fully-functioning liver is possible. The demand for

transplant livers far exceeds the number of available

organs, and in recent years, research has focused on

ways to use cell technology to support failing organs

in the body, or even one day replace them.

Orissa Cabinet gives
green signal for more
concession to Sri Sri

University
The Orissa Cabinet today gave green signal for

more concession to the controversial Sri Sri University

coming up at Cuttack in Orissa. The Cabinet has re-

duced the rent and cess on the rent on the 186 acres of

land given to the university. It has brought down the

rent charge from 1 to 0.25 per cent of the market rate

while the cess will be at 0.75 per cent of the rent. The

university will save about 80 lakh per annum which

was to be paid to the government exchequer.

Orissa Chief Secretary Bijay Kumar Patnaik told

media persons after the Cabinet meeting, the conces-

sion has been allowed to the university as it comes

under the Educational Institutions Act imparting edu-

cation without any profit. He was, however, silent over

the hefty admission fees proposed by the university

for MBA and BBA students. In earlier sessions of the

Orissa Legislative Assembly, the opposition had made

a hue and cry over the proposed Sri Sri University at

Cuttack for profit being the only motive for setting up

the university. They also alleged heavy kickbacks by

the state government for signing MoU with the Sri Sri

Ravi Shankar Vidya Mandir Trust in 2006.

position as its Deputy

Speaker.

Lord Paul, 79, along with

two peers of Asian origin -

Baroness Monzila Pola

Uddin and Lord Amirali

Alibhai Bhatia - had been

suspended last month for

varying periods over their

claim of accommodation

allowance given to MPs who

reside outside London.

Lord Paul had shown his

residence outside London

and claimed allowances to

the tune of about 40,000

pounds in 2005 and 2006

which he later returned.

Britain's House of Lords

on 21st October had

endorsed the

recommendation of its

Privileges Committee and

suspended the three

members for varying

periods.

The NRI industrialist had

said that the rules for such

allowances had been

clarified and modified only in

July this year. He expressed

the view that the Committee

cannot apply "perspective

and standards" of 2010 to

the rules operating in 2005.

MoUs/Agree-

ments signed

between India

and Malaysia

           List of MoUs/

Agreements between India

and Malaysia during the visit

of Hon'ble Prime Minister

Dr. Manmohan Singh are as

follows:

1. Agreement towards

implementing

Comprehensive Economic

Cooperation Agreement

(CECA) between India and

Malaysia on 1st July 2011

2. MOU on Cooperation in

the Field of Traditional

Systems of Medicine

3. MOU for cooperation in

the field of Tourism

" MOU for Cooperation in

the field of IT & Services

4. Agreement between

CSIR of India and UNIK of

Malaysia on Research and

Development Collaboration

5. Cultural Exchange

Programme for 2010-13

International

Renewable En-

ergy Conference

2010 Concludes

 Delhi International

Renewable Energy
Conference (DIREC) 2010

concludes here today, with
the participation of ministers,

energy experts and
government representatives
of 71 countries, with an aim

of up-scaling and
mainstreaming renewable
for energy security, climate

change and economic
development .  The
conference outlined the need

for global leadership to
ensure that the potential of
renewable technologies are

realized, dependence on
fossil fuels is reduced and
energy needs of countries

across the globe are met at
affordable rates.  Fourth in
the series, DIREC 2010 was
successful in promoting the

campaign on renewable
energy to the next level -
'demystifying renewable

energy for common man's
usage'.

Despite the impressive

growth in renewable energy
adoption in the last five
years, the challenge is that

its share in the world's
primary energy supply
remains small and its

adoption uneven.  The world
has tapped only a small
amount of the vast supply of

renewable energy resources.
For the upward trend of
renewable energy growth to

accelerate, technology
development and policy
efforts need to be taken to

the next level, and large-
scale private investment
needs to be encouraged.

A large proportion of the
world's population has
remained without access to

modern energy services for
too long.  Depending upon
the energy source in

question (electricity for
lighting, modern cooking fuel,
etc.) anywhere between 1.4

billion and 2.7 billion people
lack modern energy
services.  The use of

renewable energy sources
will not only provide access,
but also help in the

eradication of poverty and in
the achievement of the other
Millennium Development

Goals (MDGs). The goal
enunciated by the UN
Secretary General's

Advisory Group on Energy
and Climate change
(AGECC) of universal

access to modern energy
services by 2030 is
commendable and should be

pursued by the international
community and accorded a
high development assistance

priority.


